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Introduction 


The codex D90 belongs to the Mulla Feroze Library 
in the K.R. Cama Oriental Institute, Bombay. The ms (28. 
3x18 cms) contains 721 pages written 17 lines to the page 
and is bound in brown leather covers which has completely 
given way in the binding. 

It contains a very correct text of the entire A ves¬ 
ta Yasna with its Pahlavi version. There are occasional 
marginal notes in Persian in red and black ink. The ri¬ 
tual directions are also written in red ink. 

The ms bears no colophon but gives a long colophon 
at the commencement, evidently copied from the original 
ms from which this is written. The colophon is repeated 
after the preparatory ritual instructions in Pahlavi. It 
reveals the name of the scribe, Hoshang Siavax Shehryar 
Baxtafrid Shehryar who reproduced from the -copy of Meher- 
wan Aspandyar Meherwan who had written it from a copy of 
Mahpanah Azadmard who, in his turn, wrote from a copy of 
Farnbag Sroshyar. On p.599, at the end of Yasna Ha 61, 
appears another colophon which again gives the name of 
the scribe, Hoshang Siavax Shehryar Baxtafrid Shehryar 
Vahram Xusrowshah Noshirwan, and the date, day Vat (Go- 
wad) month Amerdad, A.Y. 864 (=A.C. 1495). 

The ms is designated Mf.4 by Geldner in the Prole- 1 ' 
gomena to his Avesta, Stuttgart 1896, xisqq. See also 
his ' Awestalitteratur' in GirP, Strassburg 1896-1904, 13- 
4 "(English translation in Avesta Pahlavi and Ancient Per¬ 
sian Studies ...P.B. Sanjana, Strassburg/Leipzig 1904, 20- 
21). The ms has also been described by West, GirP, 84-5 
and Dhabhar, Descriptive catalogue of the Avesta Pahla¬ 
vi...mss in the Mulla Feroze Library, Bombay 1917,53-4, 
and, Pahlavi Yasna and Visperad, Bombay 1949, 7-8. Cf. 
SBE 31, Oxford 1887 (Reprint: New Delhi 1964), 1-332. 
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